
 

 

 

	
 

 

	

 
 

FAMILY ADMISSIONS APPLICATION 

2018–2019 ACADEMIC YEAR 
 

The Newton Classical Academy is a hybrid Christian Classical School, and admits students 
of any race, color, and national or ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, and 
activities generally accorded or made available to students at the school. It does not 
discriminate by race, color, national or ethnic origin in administration of its educational 
policies, scholarship and loan programs, and athletic and other school-administered 
programs. 
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APPLICATION PROCESS 
The application consists of the following steps: 

Step 1: Complete the Family Admissions Application and submit to Newton Classical 
Academy at info@newtonclassicalacademy.org or mail to P.O. Box 89, Newton, KS, 67114. 
There is a nonrefundable application fee of $25 payable to Newton Classical Academy. 

Step 2: Your application will be reviewed by the board and, as needed, an interview will be 
arranged. 

Step 3: If your family is accepted for admission, you will receive an acceptance letter and be 
asked to pay applicable tuition and fees. 

Step 4: Upon receipt of the above, your enrollment is complete! 

FAMILY ADMISSIONS APPLICATION 
This document serves as your application. It contains the following: 

o Description of Newton Classical Academy 
o Statement of Faith 
o Parental expectations 
o School expectations 
o Parental information form 
o Student information form(s) 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE NEWTON CLASSICAL ACADEMY 
NCA is a school with a very specific mission – to provide professional instruction in a classroom 
environment to supplement and support families seeking to provide their children with an excellent 
Christian Classical education. The rationale for that mission, as well as an expanded description, 
follows in an excerpt from our Constitution as well as an explanation of our logo and motto. 
Explanations are included in square brackets. 

We believe: 
The family provides the foundation of human flourishing at all levels of society; 

Human flourishing grows from a right ordering of the self, the community, and society; is reflected 
in a state of moral, intellectual, spiritual, and cultural integration; and is expressed in mutual 
cooperation, support, respect, and love. 

Human flourishing primarily occurs at the local scale, facilitated by locally constituted organizations; 

The family is the locus of moral, intellectual, spiritual, and cultural formation; 

Thriving families lead to thriving children, and ultimately to a flourishing society; 

The end of education is most fully realized as the formation of love for the good, true, and the 
beautiful in the student; 

Reality is rooted in the nature of God himself and most fully expressed in the revelation of Jesus 
Christ; 

Working with one’s hands engages one’s body in participation with truth, goodness, and beauty; 

The Classical model of education reflects centuries of accumulated wisdom regarding human 
formation handed down through the Great Conversation of Western Civilization. 

Therefore, the Newton Classical Academy shall be: 

Local, and oriented toward the good of the community; 

[NCA will only concern itself with the needs of our local community, without concern for scalability 
or applicability in broader contexts.] 

Classical, participating in the Great Conversation through the Trivium and Quadrivium; 

[Our curriculum will be essentially Classical in structure and pedagogy, though eclectic in particular 
sources and structure.] 

Christian, as expressed in Scripture and interpreted through the Apostles’ Creed, bringing to bear in 
a deep sense the truth of Christian revelation on every aspect of human existence, while allowing 
that the family and the church bear both the primary and the final responsibility for Christian 
catechesis and moral instruction of students; 

[Instruction will assume, both implicitly and explicitly, that all of reality is rooted in the existence of 
the Triune Godhead, and include essential elements of the faith. While elements outside these 
essentials will no doubt be rigorously discussed, particularly as students matriculate to the logic and 
rhetoric stages, those discussions will be descriptive, not normative, for students. Normative 
discussions (i.e. “this is what one should hold true”) would include, for example, the full divinity of 
Christ and our obligation to obey Him. Descriptive discussions (i.e. “here are different points of 
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view we can discuss, debate, and weigh against one another”) would include, for example, questions 
of infant baptism, or the specific historical nature of Creation. The establishment of normative 
standards for students outside of the most essential elements will be left to the family and the 
Church. The final rule on what elements are considered normative vs. descriptive will be left to the 
Board, with input from member families.] 

For the family, wholly oriented toward supporting families as they form their children; 

[The function and participation of the family will be more central, and more essential than is typical 
of traditional full-time-instruction modelled schools. The functional goal will be for the institution to 
support families, not the other way around.] 

Humane, orienting itself in structure and means towards the needs and nature of the children and 
participating families, rather than arbitrarily structured for the convenience of the institution; 

[We will be concerned with creating an environment, engaging with media, and utilizing methods 
which encourage the integration of the human person, rather than with those that can encourage 
disintegration. Working with one’s hands, for example, can help to soften the mind/body divide 
whereas passively consuming image-based entertainment can harden it. Arbitrary structures aimed at 
eliciting compliance and simplifying classroom management do not necessarily produce thoughtful, 
compassionate, engaged people.] 

Hybrid, combining rigorous Classical professional instruction in a group setting with rigorous 
Classical education in the family setting, using a shared curriculum; 

[We will provide at least two days per week of professional instruction in a classroom environment. 
As it pertains to the core subjects covered during those two days, the school will set the basic 
curriculum and pacing which will extend to the two “core” home schooling days. Teachers will 
direct and coordinate carefully with parents. Beyond the core curriculum, families are encouraged to 
explore and improvise (both within and without the core subjects, as desired). We also expect that 
our core curriculum and pacing will evolve as the institution matures.] 

Minimalist, recognizing in humility the limited role of the institution, the counterproductive serial 
crises of classroom technology and educational fads, and the danger of undue financial burden on 
participating families; the rule shall be to err on the side of less institutional emphasis, less expense, 
less complexity, and in favor of that which has been proven over many generations. 

[We will endeavor to keep the curriculum, function, and structure of the school simple so that 
families have time and resources to expand and particularize the educational experience of their 
children as they see fit.] 

Our motto 
The three Latin terms contemplatio, participatio, and formatio sum up our approach to education. 

Contemplatio is a deep quality of attention to Truth, an abiding with Truth, which implies that we 
don't just know about the Truth, but that Truth is personal. Contemplating the Truth is 
contemplating the one who said "I am the truth" (John 14:6). 

[We are referring here to contemplation understood as connection with the reality of the divine 
Logos in prayer. In particular (though by no means exclusively), the Benedictine monastic tradition 
has preserved and refined a life of integrated contemplation in an instructive manner. Their motto 
ora et labora or “pray and work” provides helpful perspective to the project of moral formation.] 
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Participatio recognizes that truth is something outside of us, and that it is something we don't just 
know about but also that we assimilate ourselves to. That's because knowledge and love of truth is a 
participation in nothing other than the life and activity of Christ. 

[We are referring here to the sacramental participation of all that is good, true, and beautiful in the 
foundational goodness, beauty, and truth of Christ himself (Acts 17:8). There is naught which is 
beautiful except that which reflects the beauty of Christ. If one seeks beauty but avoids Christ, one 
finds only futility.] 

Formatio is the result of contemplation and participation. The goal of education is not training for a 
career but the shaping of students into persons who love truth, goodness, and beauty. The goal of 
education, in other words, is to seek the face of God. 

[We are referring here to the moral formation and sanctification which occurs as we intentionally 
(Romans 12:2) and providentially (Phillipians 2:13) engage with God in contemplation and 
participation.] 

The above descriptions are normative as the Board seeks to lead the school. Families will need to 
support these essential characteristics in order for the school to serve the families well. 
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STATEMENT OF FAITH 
In order to be a school that is robustly Christian, in the spirit of the Great Tradition of the unified 
church, while remaining ecumenical (within the community of historical Christian orthodoxy), we 
have adopted the Apostle’s Creed as the school’s normative Statement of Faith. This Statement will 
anchor the school as it pertains to what is accepted as essential teaching, while recognizing a great 
diversity of beliefs outside of the essential core. The Statement follows. 

The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father, Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: 

And in Jesus Christ, his only begotten Son, our Lord: 

Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary: 

Suffered under Pontius Pilate; was crucified, dead and buried: He descended into hell: 

The third day he rose again from the dead: 

He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty: 

From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead: 

I believe in the Holy Ghost: 

I believe in the holy catholic church: the communion of saints: 

The forgiveness of sins: 

The resurrection of the body: 

And the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Board recognizes that even a straightforward statement of faith is subject to interpretation (the 
assertion that it is not is itself an interpretive statement). The practice will be to interpret, when 
necessary, according to the traditional historical understanding while applying the following 
principle: in essentials, fidelity; in all else, charity. 
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PARENTAL EXPECTATIONS 
The expectations on the part of the parents which the school shall endeavor in good faith to satisfy 
are: 

o Clear communication of classroom and home instructional activities, including progress and 
grades 

o Excellence in instruction 
o A safe and positive learning environment (though students will no doubt be challenged in 

their thinking) 
o Efforts to receive, with generosity of spirit, the input and concerns of the parents 
o Proactive and solution-oriented communication on the part of the teachers at all times and 

especially when there are concerns on the part of either party 
o Timely information as to any behavioral/disciplinary problems or similar concerns on the 

part of the teacher 
o Good-faith adherence on the part of the school to the policies and procedures outlined in 

NCA manuals 

SCHOOL EXPECTATIONS 
The expectations on the part of the school which the parents shall endeavor in good faith to satisfy 
are: 

o Regular attendance 
o Completion of the core home instructional activities outlined by the teacher with appropriate 

adult supervision and instruction 
o Efforts to receive, with generosity of spirit, the input and instruction of the teachers 
o Proactive and solution-oriented communication on the part of the parents at all times and 

especially when there are concerns on the part of either party 
o Discipline on the part of the parents which addresses concerns highlighted by the teacher 
o Good-faith adherence on the part of parents to the policies and procedures outlined in NCA 

manuals 
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PARENTAL INFORMATION FORM 
Father’s full name (print):  

Mother’s full name (print):  

Address:  

Primary phone:  

Secondary phone:  

Primary email:  

Secondary email:  

Why do you want a “hybrid” education for your child? 

 

 

 

 

Why do you want a “Classical” education for your child? 

 

 

 

 

Why do you want a “Christian” education for your child? 

 

 

 

 

By affixing our signatures below, we affirm the following: 

We acknowledge and are satisfied with the parental and school expectations outlined above, 
and will comply with the parental expectations. 

We acknowledge the Statement of Faith that the school will adhere to, and desire instruction 
for our child(ren) in accordance with the above descriptions. 

Father Signature & 
Date: 

 

Mother Signature & 
Date: 
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STUDENT INFORMATION FORM 
Child #1 

Full Name (print):  

Birthdate:  

Desired entry grade level:  

What type of educational 
environment is the child 
transitioning from? 

 

Child’s academic strengths:  

 

 

 

 

Child’s academic weaknesses:  

 

 

 

 

Child’s behavioral strengths:  

 

 

 

 

Child’s behavioral weaknesses:  

 

 

 

 

Child’s special interests:  
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Child #2 

Full Name (print):  

Birthdate:  

Desired entry grade level:  

What type of educational 
environment is the child 
transitioning from? 

 

Child’s academic strengths:  

 

 

 

 

Child’s academic weaknesses:  

 

 

 

 

Child’s behavioral strengths:  

 

 

 

 

Child’s behavioral weaknesses:  

 

 

 

 

Child’s special interests:  
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Child #3 

Full Name (print):  

Birthdate:  

Desired entry grade level:  

What type of educational 
environment is the child 
transitioning from? 

 

Child’s academic strengths:  

 

 

 

 

Child’s academic weaknesses:  

 

 

 

 

Child’s behavioral strengths:  

 

 

 

 

Child’s behavioral weaknesses:  

 

 

 

 

Child’s special interests:  

 

 

 

 

 


